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was seen. Biopsy specimens showed a poly-
morphic infiltration of the dermis without
necrosis. Stains for bacterial or fungal infection
and cultures for virus and mycobacteria were
negative. Thalidomide was administered
(100 mg twice a day) and the patient dramat-
ically improved within 48 hours of treatment.
Thalidomide was interrupted 6 days after the
beginning of treatment because of transient
paraesthesias and pain involving the four
limbs. Clinical examination disclosed sensory
and motor peripheral neuropathy, confirmed
by electromyogram with decreasing motor
conduction in the four limbs. The CSF yielded
a lymphocytic aseptic meningitis. Neurologic
abnormalities spontaneously regressed one
month later.

Thalidomide is of value in the treatment of
many skin conditions including genital ulcera-
tions and should be tried for resistant aphthous
ulcers in HIV-infected patients.” Most of the
side effects of thalidomide therapy are minor
including fatigue, constipation, nausea and dry
skin. Hypersensitivity reactions ( fever, erythe-
matous macular rash) have been recently
reported in three HIV-infected patients who
received thalidomide for aphthous orophar-
yngeal ulcerations.’ The side effects of thalido-
mide seem to be more severe and less tolerated
in HIV-infected patients.

Another major complication is neuropathy
which is dose dependent,” of an axonal type
affecting mainly sensory fibres of the lower
limbs. Usually motor conduction changes are
not found. In our patient neuropathy cannot
be attributed to thalidomide because of the
short period before occurence, motor conduc-
tion changes and CSF abnormalities. His
neuropathy may have been due to the HIV-
infection itself.

As the benefits greatly outweigh the risks of
side effects of thalidomide treatment, espe-
cially compared with other possible regimens,
this medication should be considered for the
treatment of genital and aphthous ulcers
before immunosuppressive agents like corti-
costeroids in the treatment of HIV-infected

patients.
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HIV infection and menstrual abnor-
malities

The number of women infected by human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) is increasing.’
The incidence of lower genital tract intra-
epithelial neoplasia and infection has been well
documented.?> There are, however, few data
on menstrual abnormalities in these women.
Reports of an increased prevalence of amenor-
rhoea* need further evaluation since factors
such as substance misuse, prescribed drugs
such as methadone and weight loss can sig-
nificantly affect the menstrual cycle. Possible
HIV-related causes include premature ovarian
failure, secondary to opportunistic infections
such as cytomegalovirus® or autoimmunity
resulting from the polyclonal gammopathy
associated with HIV infection.’

To assess the prevalence of menstrual dys-
function in HIV seropositive women a retro-
spective analysis was performed of the
menstrual histories from women attending two
genitourinary clinics in London. Those
patients who were pregnant, post menopausal
or on hormonal contraception were excluded
from analysis. Of the 58 women remaining, 42
(724%) had regular menstrual cycles, 10
(17-2%) had oligomenorrhoea and six (10:4%)
had amenorrhoea. Analysis of these data
revealed that of the women with amenorrhoea,
two were current intravenous drug users and
four were on methadone maintenance. Sim-
ilarly, of the women with oligomenorrhoea,
two were current intravenous drug users, four
were on methadone maintenance and three
were taking cocaine.

Our findings initially suggested a higher
prevalence of amenorrhoea and oligomenor-
rhoea in HIV seropositive women in compar-
ison with the general population.” However,
this difference is not sustained once substance
misuser's and patients on methadone main-
tenance have been excluded. The number of
women with severe immunosuppression (CD4
< 200) in this study was less than 10% and
symptomatology may change as increasing
numbers of women survive prolonged periods
of immunosuppression. A continuing long
term prospective study of this subject, with
case matched controls is currently being per-

formed.
P N SHAH
J R SMITH
G M IATRAKIS
Department Obstetrics and Gynaecology

P D KELL

S E BARTON

Department Genitourinary Medicine,
Charing Cross Hospital,

London W6 8RF, UK

V S KITCHEN

Department of Genitourinary Medicine and
Communicable Diseases,

St Mary’s Hospital, London

1 PHLS Communicable Disease Surveillance Centre 1992.

2 Schafer A, Friedmann W, Mielke M, Schwartlander B, Koch
M. The increased frequency of cervical dysplasia-neo-
plasia in women infected with HIV is related to the degree
of immunosuppression. Am J Obstet Gynaecol 1991;
164:593-9.

3 Piot P & Laga M. Genital ulcers, other sexually transmitted
gigsse‘:zesz.’_:nd the sexual transmission of HIV. BM¥ 1989;



426

4 Warne PA, Ehrhardt A, Schechter D, Williams J, Gorman J.
Menstrual abnormalities in HIV positive and negative
women with a history of intravenous drug use. VII
International Conference on AIDS 1991. Abstract No
MC3113.

5 Famillari U, Larocca L, Tamburrini E, Antinori A, Ortona
L, Capelli A. Premenopausal cytomegalovirus oophoritis

Letters to the Editor

in a patient with AIDS. AIDS 1991:5:457-9.

6 Pinching A J. AIDS and HIV infection. Clinics in Immunol-
ogy and Allergy 1986;6:650.

7 Munster K, Helm P, Schmidt L. Secondary amenorrhoea:
prevalence and medical contact-a cross sectional study
&01113 oa_ 3Danish county. Br § Obstet Gynaecol 1992;
99: .

VOLUME 68 - ASSESSORS

I

The Editor thanks the following for their help in assessing papers in 1992

JP Ackers J Giesecke
MW Adler ON Gill

E Allason-Jones R Gilson

OP Arya B Goh

S Barton R Gruneberg
C Bentley G Hart

C Bradbeer A Hawkins
C Bunker R Hay

M Catchpole P Hewitt

D Cooper o D Hicks

R Coutinho J Holton

F Cowan C Ison

B Donovan D Jeffries
LM Drusin M Johnson
"CSF Easmon D Katzz

J Emslie R Keenlyside
BA Evans G Kinghorn
R Fitzpatrick V Kitchen

C Lacey G Scott

AG Lawrence A Silverstone
D Mabey P Simmons

K McAdam - C Sonnex

D Mercey M Stanley

R Miller S Stewart

E Milroy D Taylor-Robinson
P Mortimer R Tedder

P Munday N Thin

S Myint FD Thompson
A Nicol A Turner

D Oriel S Wanigaratne
M Paalman D Warhurst

R Pattman J Weber

J Richens I Williams

G Ridgway DJM Wright

E Ross H Young

D Rowan H Zur-Hausen



